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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 This chapter outlines the introduction of the research. The first part of the 
chapter discusses the background of the research. The second part describes the 
identification of the problems. The third part is the limitation of the problem. The 
fourth part of the chapter is the formulation of the problem that is followed by the 
objective of the research. The fifth part covers the specification of the expected 
product, followed by the significance of the research. The next part includes the 
assumption and limitation of the development. Finally, the last part of this chapter 
is the definition of the terms. 
A. Background of the Problem 
English is the first foreign language in Indonesia. It is taught from 
kindergarten to university level. Indonesia is using two types of curriculum. 
Indonesia government has two kinds of curriculum applied nowadays. Those are 
School-Based Curriculum (KTSP) and Curriculum 2013. Furthermore, School-
Based Curriculum (KTSP) has been used by majority schools since 2006. 
In order to get the benefit of an effective teaching process, we need a good 
plan and strategy. The teaching strategy can be prepared by using a method or 
teaching media. If properly designed, skillfully produced and effectively used, 
media have a great influence on teaching & learning. 
For teachers, teaching aids certainly amplify their effortful presentation 
more into influencing instructions. As explained by Thomas (2008:106), the usage 
of a variety of teaching aids has effectively transformed most classrooms from 
traditional setup, where teachers do most of the talking and students are passive 
listeners, into participatory learning centres facilitating productive learning. 
There are some kinds of media that can be used in the teaching and learning 
process. However, every medium has different effects depending on the students’ 
need. So, we should search and develop effective media in teaching in order to 
promote students’ English skill. Finally, the teaching and learning process can be 
done effectively and the students are able to earn good language skill. 
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1) In the modern era, the development of teaching media increases rapidly. 
2) Teaching using technology in the classroom setting can assist students’ learning. 
Technology can help the teacher achieve instructional objectives. 3) However, it 
can be challenging for the teachers to select the best technology tool while not 
losing the essence goals for students learning. 4) Teaching and learning by using 
online media is one way to get closer to ICT (information Communication and 
technology). Based on research conducted by Lasagabaster & Sierra (2003:179), 
teachers who make use of online media in teaching and learning process have the 
opportunity to produce autonomous learning.  
In the online classroom sets, teachers are able to decide when and how the 
students learn, as well as control the speed at which the students are learning. 
Furthermore, Terril (2000:3) explained that teachers as the instructors need to be 
able to clarify, assist, and aid in technical problems that may occur. It will require 
schools to provide additional training to their teachers that may have additional cost 
and time. 
In addition to teaching through media, Warschauer and Whittaker (1997:27) 
discussed new technologies that could help us teach writing in the second language. 
Warschauer and Whittaker also highlight that the computer can be used to teach 
new types of writing considering the online age today. The impact of technology 
into education field as a supporting tool is essential to simplify teaching and 
learning process. The instructional technologies can be a laptop, personal computer, 
LCD projector, online learning media, and many others.  
In preliminary research conducted in PGN1 High school, the researcher 
found that online media is rarely used in teaching and learning process. However, 
the school is facilitated by internet connectivity and computer laboratory. Those 
facilities are not optimally used. Additionally, the English teacher often gets some 
difficulties in finding appropriate online learning media that are relevant to the 
materials to fulfill the requirements of standard of competencies. In addition, the 
English teacher could not design an online learning medium. Consequently, the 
teacher coveys the materials monotonously and the students’ writing ability is 
relatively low. 
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Based on the reasons above, the researcher decided to provide a model of 
online media that can be effectively used in teaching and learning writing. It was 
developed by initially determining students’ lack, wants and necessities. The 
researcher does hope these online media could various topic in learning writing and 
enriches teaching media for the teacher in writing classes. 
B. Identification of Problem 
Based on the background of the problem above, there are some problems 
that can be identified. The first problem comes from students. The students need to 
improve their writing output. On the other hand, the teacher only uses printed 
materials such as textbook and worksheet during teaching and learning process. The 
teacher wants to give various topics in writing from other teaching media to gain 
the students eagerness. 
The second comes from the media. The use of media in teaching English at 
senior high school need to be optimized. A senior high school, especially PGN1 
High school has certain facilities that can be optimized as a media in the teaching 
and learning process. Related to this, the teacher is able to introduce teaching 
English by means of new media to support students’ achievement in writing class.  
The other problem concerns in online media as a supporting tool in the 
teaching and learning process. Weblog, as one of the online media, has certain 
characteristics that can be used to overcome students’ reluctance and teachers’ 
weaknesses in writing classes. In fact, the teacher realizes the importance of online 
media in the process of teaching and learning. However, the teacher does not have 
the basic ability and also spare time to design and develop online media. 
Furthermore, it also needs the support of the headmaster of the school to provide a 
training program for the teacher to be able to make use online media in teaching 
and learning process. 
 
C. Limitation of Problem 
Based on the identification of the problems above, there are some problems 
that should be solved. To make this research becomes more focused, there should 
be a limitation of problems. The researcher focuses on developing weblog as 
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effective media in teaching writing for eleventh-grade students at PGN1 High 
school.  
D. Formulation of the problem 
The problem of the research is formulated into this following question “how 
to develop a weblog as online media in teaching writing for eleventh-grade students 
of PGN1 High school?” 
E. Objective of research 
The research has the following objectives: 
1. To identify the students’ learning needs in writing English text. 
2. To find out the students’ target need in writing English text. 
3. To figure out how the weblog used as teaching media was developed. 
4. To provide a model of the appropriate weblog as media in writing class. 
F. Specification of the Expected Product 
The product of this research is a weblog, a web-based media for the teaching 
writing and a supporting handbook. The weblog was designed for eleventh-grade 
students of Senior High School by using NEO-LMS v1.15. This weblog has several 
specifications as follows: 
1. This weblog is an online learning media that covers various elements of media 
such as text, graphics, and video; 
2. The weblog provides four types of users. They are students, teachers, parents, 
and administrators; 
3. Navigation buttons; 
4. This product will be stored in online data storage; 
5. This product provides direct feedback for students’ answers; 
6. This application is connected to NEO-LMS server and can be visited through a 
computer and a smartphone. 
G. The significance of the Product 
This confers theoretical and practical significance. The theoretical 
significance of this research is beneficial as a reference to other researchers in 
designing online media. It is also expected to give a good contribution to facilitate 
teaching writing in the forms of online media. 
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The practical significance of this research is to be useful for students, 
English teachers and schools. For students, by the existence of the online media, 
they can learn writing easily. The students can use the weblog as an effective media 
to improve their independence in getting their target needs in learning writing. For 
the English teacher, this weblog is expected to be able to facilitate the teacher in 
delivering materials and giving assignments, so the learning purposes can be 
achieved well. It can be used by the teacher to improve the teaching practices and 
learning process, especially in writing. In addition, the teacher can be closer to 
technology for teaching English. For school, the result of the research can be an 
example of distance learning. The online media can be potentially developed as an 
online class. 
H. Assumptions and Limitation of the Product 
Here are some assumptions for the development of weblog for teaching writing. 
They are presented below. 
1. The school provides several facilities in supporting the implementation of 
online media such as computer lab and internet connection. 
2. A weblog can be used as media in teaching and learning process of writing in a 
traditional classroom setup and the computer laboratory. 
3. The teacher and students have the basic knowledge to operate a computer. 
Especially for teachers, they should have the basic ability with computers. 
Teachers as instructors in order to fully assist their students, they acknowledge 
not only about the programs they will use, but also other program or application 
that interact with these media. 
I. Definition of the terms 
There are some terms related to this research. They are defined as the following. 
1. This weblog is online media that is developed by using NEO-LMS v1.15, an 
online application that can include several elements of media. The user of this 
weblog is provided username and password in order to get different facilities 
based on their category. 
2. A weblog that has been developed is applied for the eleventh grade of Senior 
High School students. 
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3. Teaching materials cover some type of texts, namely; report, narrative, spoof, 
analytical and hortatory exposition. 
  
